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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER ASSERTS "OMENS IN FAVOR OF PEACE" RE 
GREEK-TUKISH RELATIONS 

1. MINISTER OF DEFENSE AVEROFF GAVE AN ADDRESS ON 
JULY 2 AT A NAVAL CEREMONY ON THE ISLAND OE MYTILENE 
(LESVOS) HONORING EORMER GREEK NAVAL HERO ADMIRAL 
KOUNDOURIOTIS. IN THE COURSE OF HIS COMMENTS HE 
ASSERTED THAT WHILE THE NAVY AND THE NATION ARE BOTH 
READY AND ABLE TO DEFEND GREECE'S INTEGRITY AND HONOR, 

'T DO NOT BELIEVE IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO DO SO; THE 
OMENS ARE IN EAVOR OF PEACE." IN A SIMILAR VEIN, HE 
STATED DURING ANOTHER PORTION OF HIS ADDRESS THAT "IT 

IS ALMOST CERTAIN THERE WILL BE NO MILITARY CONERONTATION." 

2. ALL MEDIA GAVE SUBSTANTIAL PLAY TO AVEROFE'S REMARKS, 
STRESS BEING GIVEN TO THE PEACEEUL NATURE OF THEIR CONTENTS. 
AKROPOLIS (CONSERVATIVE, PRO-GOVERNMENT) HEADLINED "WE ARE 
STRONG AND WE ARE SAFE - ANXIETY IS UNJUSTIFIED"; 
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AGAINST PROVOCATIONS, BUT IT WILL NOT BE NEEDED"; 

ELEETHEROS COSMOS (RIGHTIST) LED INTO ITS STORY WITH THE 
LEADER "AVEROEF: 99 PERCENT SURE THERE WILL BE NO WAR WITH 
TURKEY; GREECE ABLE TO DEEEND HRSELE"; THE VRADYNI (PRO- 
CARAMANLIS) HEADLINE READ "GREECE IS STRONG - DOES NOT 
WANT WAR AND DESIRES EPACE". 

3. IT IS LIKELY THAT THE MINDEE MADE A CONSCIOUS EFEORT TO 
UNDERLINE THE PEACEFUL INTENTIONS OF GREECE AND TO ESCHEW 
ANY STATEMENT WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED BY TURKEY AS 
PROVOCATIVE OR AGGRESSIVE IN NATURE. HE UNDOUBTEDLY 
REMEMBERS THE STRONG REACTION FROM TURKEY LAST JANUARY 
(ANKARA 339, ATHENS 0402) TO AN EARLIER SPEECH OE HIS AT 
THE GREEK NAVY CADETS SCHOOL (JANUARY 9) WHEN HE SAID INTER 
ALIA, "WHEN WE ARE IN OUR OWN SEA, THE AEGEAN, OUR STANCE CAN 
BE AGGRESSIVE IF NECESSARY, AND VICTORY IS CERTAIN". 

KUBISCH 
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